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I’M fREE 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 
I’m following the path god laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard him call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love to work to play. 
Task left undone must stay that way. 
I found that peace at the close of day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
 then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh a kiss,  
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Arrangements Entrusted to: 

 

The W. J. Gist Mortuary 
519 Workman Avenue – Woodruff, South Carolina 

Telephone 476-3411  
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1223 Old Anderson Mill Road – Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Telephone 574-5464   
  

WJGIST.COM 

Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 
Be not burdened with times of sorrow.  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full. I’ve savored much. 
Good friends, good times, 

a loved one’s touch. 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief. 

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart and share with me… 

God wanted me now,  
He set me free. 



Order of Service  
 

 

Processional  - Family and Friends 

Song - Gloria Murrell 

Scriptures : 

Old Testament - Bro. Preston Browning 

New Testament – Bro. John Jackson 

Prayer - Bro. Wendell Massey 

Acknowledgements - Mrs. Paula Jeter 

Family Tribute -  Ms. Marlene Stephens 

Solo -  Bro. Ronald Browning 

Words of Comfort - Rev Dr. O.T. Hill 

Closing prayer 

 

Committal and Benediction 

Beaverdam Baptist Church Cemetery 

Enoree SC 

 

 

 

 

LIFE PROFILE 
 

Loving, caring, kind and sarcastic was our dear Nadine. She 
was a phenomenal, one of a kind mother, grandmother, sister, auntie, 
and friend.  Her amazing life came to an end March 21, 2020, at 
home  surrounded by her daughters and grandchildren.  

She was the fifth of eight children of the late Charlie and 
Marietta Higgins Stephens. She was proceeded in death by her sister, 
Queenie S. Woodruff of Spartanburg, SC, and four brothers, Grover 
E. Stephens of Woodruff, SC, Percy R. Stephens of Woodruff, SC, 
Robert E. Stephens of Brunswick, NJ, and  Alar C. Higgins of Hyatts-
ville, MD. 

Nadine graduated from New Bethel High School in Wood-
ruff, SC. After graduation she pursued nursing in Columbia, SC. She 
later married Stinson Smith of Spartanburg, SC and they had two 
children Tiawana and Tracy. She worked for Phillips Fibers and re-
tired from Phillips Performance Pipe in Startex, SC after 24 years of 
service. But, not content with retirement she went back to work at 
Spartanburg Regional where she retired again after 5 years of service.  

After retirement some of her favorite activities were playing 
Senior Bingo at local restaurant’s, traveling anywhere her daughter 
Tiawana would go and testing all the new entrees and dessert recipes 
her daughter Tracy would cook. A few of the most special men in her 
life were Wayne Brady, Drew Carey and Stephen Colbert. Her adop-
tive grandson, Dominique who she loved dearly, was by her side until 
the end. She loved attending the rodeo with her son-in-law John and 
watching sports with her son-in-law Preston. She loved hard, laughed 
hard and when her health allowed, she played hard. She adored her 
grandchildren and always put them before herself. She enjoyed 
watching her favorite shows with Zabrisha and Brittany, playing Bin-
go with Heather and going out to eat with Zavie. She enjoyed getting 
her nails done by Shakya and watching Dominique cut a rug.  

She will be missed by those who loved her most as she leaves 
behind two daughters; Tiawana R. (Preston) Smith-Browning and 
Tracy N. (John) Jackson, both of Spartanburg, SC; Six grandchildren; 
Zaveria Smith, Zabrisha Smith, Brittany Davis, Heather Brewton and 
Shakya Cohen and Dominique Lennon, all of Spartanburg, SC. Also 
a special grandson Antione Bland of Spartanburg, SC. She also leaves 
behind two maternal aunts; Rev. Deborah H. (Bennie) Williams of 
Woodruff, SC and Mrs. Bernice H. Goode of Charleston, SC; two 
brothers; Lewis W. (Catherine) Stephens of Charlotte, NC and Fred 
O. (Mary) Stephens of Greer, SC; Two Sister-in-laws, Wilma Ste-
phens of Waxhaw, NC and Lillie Ruth Stephens of Woodruff, SC. As 
well as a host of sorrowing nieces, nephews, family and friends.  


